
Zoning Council Meeting - September 17th 2019 - 11 W. Garrison St. Bethlehem  

Good evening. My name is Lauren Miller and I currently reside in one of the homes that is up 
for being rezoned: 11. W. Garrison St. Bethlehem 


I am not for the change of zoning for these two homes because I know the goal is to tear them 
down. They may not reside on the historical side of Bethlehem, but they are historical homes 
built in the early 1900’s and they are just as valuable. Homes like this will never be built again, 
but you will find many apartment buildings that look like the typical cardboard box design over 
and over. 


Even though because my home is up for re-zoning and it would make sense that I would not 
be for it, the depths of the matter go beyond ‘my wants.’


I have lived here for over 3 years and this neighborhood has become home and family. We 
have had two block parties together as a community within the last two years and frequent 
backyard hang outs for friends and the neighborhood. A lot of the neighborhood kids come 
and sit on my front porch, color and play games regularly with me. If I didn’t see them weekly, 
something would be wrong. 


The article in the paper about the plan for this community read: “A mixed-use development 
larger than Boyd Theatre? It could transform this Bethlehem block.” 


As someone who cares deeply for my neighborhood, because it is home, and it isn’t just a 
place to sleep - I have to object to that statement for the title of the article. 


LOVE has been apart of transforming our block. Loving your neighbor as yourself transforms a 
block. It doesn’t matter what you build on a corner, if love isn’t there. It doesn’t matter how 
many businesses come in that raises the economy growth. 


If PEOPLE aren’t choosing to love each other, there will be no prospering, which is the main 
reason Bethlehem prospered when the Moravians settled here. 


A new building as big as the boyt theater won’t bring down the 2nd leading cause of death in 
the United States; which is suicide. Over 47,000 people died in America in 2017 from suicide. It 
cost the United States 69 billion dollars. The suicides in the Lehigh Valley for only male is over 
1500 men in one year. Public knowledge on women suicides is not accessible. There were over 
80 male suicides in the North Hampton County in 2017.


Building a new complex won’t drop the heroine overdoses, which have been over 1,683 in the 
North Hampton County alone in the last 3 years. 


1.3 million teens are arrested each year in America. Which costs the United States. 5.7 billion 
dollars in corrections. That is more than it would cost to give each incarcerated teen an Ivy 
League education. 


Why am I saying all this? Why does this matter? Because until we take time for our neighbors 
and love them as ourselves, none of these statics will change. More apartments, to make more 
money and reach financial gains will not change these heart wrenching statistics. Will the 
families that choose to live in this potential complex know each other and love each other? Will 



they spend time for each other? Or will they rise, go to work and do it all over again? Loving 
one neighbor at a time will change our community, America and the world.


The community on garrison St. is a family community. It’s a place where we have time to sit on 
our front porches and see how our neighbors are doing.That is something worth preserving. 
That is something worth caring about. 


Great things are happening in this neighborhood and bringing forth more housing to 
overpopulate this neighborhood will change the culture completely. 


If you visit our community on Garrison St., you will find that it’s a place like the show ‘Cheers.

It’s a place where everyone knows your name and sadly that’s a rare thing to find anymore. 
Building a huge apartment complex on this corner will completely change what this community 
is about. 


My question for this City is what matters most to them? Does the community and the people 
that reside here matter, or does ‘economical prosperity’ matter more? 


